SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 01 DECEMBER, 2002 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


SARL news invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs to sarlnews@hotmail.com not later than the Thursday preceding the 
bulletin date. It would be appreciated if you could do it in both English and 
Afrikaans. 


In the news today: 

RESULTS OF THE 2002 HAMNET 40 METRE CONTEST 
SOLAR ECLIPSE PROPAGATION EXPERIMENT 

2003 HUNTING LIONS ON THE AIR 

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items. 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. Visit the SARL Website or call the SARL office which 
is open on weekdays from nine to thirteen hours (09:00 to 13:00) at O(zero)11 
675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio 
activities. 

The news follows in detail: 


RESULTS OF THE 2002 SARL HAMNET 40 M SIMULATED EMERGENCY 
CONTEST 


Hamnet Eastern Cape has released the results of the 2002 SARL HAMNET 40 
M Simulated Emergency contest. Congratulations to the winners and thank 
you to all the partipants. 


Single Operator Stationary Mobile: 
1st: Peter Smith ZS5SK 900 points; 2nd: Peter Hers ZS6PHD 420 points. 
Single Operator Portable: 


1st: Al Akers ZS2U 1584 points; 2nd: Dennis Green ZS4BS 1530 points; 3rd: 
Michael Roodt ZS6BHF/4 1386 points. 


Multi-operator Portable: 


1st: Rudi Venter ZS6DX 1530 points; 2nd: Secunda Amateur Radio Club 
ZS6SRC 936 points. 


Single Operator Base Station: 


1st: Robbie Parkinson ZS6RAP 1344 points; 2nd: Francios Botha ZS6BUU 
1204 points; 3rd: Bud Voortman ZS1B 1080 points. 


NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND MOTIONS FOR 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Nominations for SARL Council members and motions for the SARL AGM have 
now closed. The closing date was yesterday 30 November. Thanks to those who 
sent in nominations and motions. 


RADIO AMATEURS AND SHORT-WAVE LISTENERS INVITED TO PAR- 
TICIPATE IN SOLAR ECLIPSE PROPAGATION EXPERIMENT 


On 4 December at 08:20 CAT, Southern Africa will experience an eclipse of 
the sun. Most of the country will experience a partial eclipse. However, an 
area about 70km wide extending from Mozambique through Limpopo Province 
crossing the Limpopo River into Zambia and Botswana will experience a total 
eclipse. 


Radio amateurs and short-wave listeners are invited to partipate in a propaga- 
tion experiment by monitoring “Radio Today”, a community radio station on 
1485 kHz for about 24 hours starting on 3 December. 


It is important to note how the signal you are monitoring changes from day 
time conditions (if heard) to night time conditions and then at sunrise on 4 
December 2002 till the time of eclipse maximum or totality, depending on where 
your receiving station is situated. 


The exercise will hopefully tell us of the effects of the sun on D-layer propagation. 
The D-layer being the lowest layer in the ionosphere at approximately 70 km 
above the earth and is very dependant for the sun for it’s existence. It is also 
that part of the ionosphere that affects the propagation of long and medium 
wave frequencies between 20 kHz and 2 MHz. 


All reports are important, so please do not think that because you are situated 
out of the main eclipse area your signal report will be of no value to the research 
team. 


The only equipment that you will need is a reasonably good radio receiver, wire 
antenna approximately 20 metres long thrown into a tree or suchlike. A fairly 
accurate clock, this to be set on the short-wave time service of WWV on 10 
MHz or 15 MHz. 


At about sunset on 3 December tune your radio receiver to “Radio Today” on 
1485 kHz. You may need to listen very carefully for the station, as it may be 
very weak in your area. As the evening progresses the signal should get stronger. 
However during the summer months you will have QRN from lightning and this 
could make things a little difficult. 


The Radio Today transmitter is situated in Marks Park in Johannesburg, LAT 
26° 09m 37s South, LONG 28° 00m 11s East. An HF station will be set up at 


the West Rand Radio Club and the research site at Limpopo. Reports may be 
called in on 7080 and 14280 kHz. 


Visit the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za and click on the link, a report form 
will appear. Fill it in send it to tony@physnet.phys.wits.ac.za and also to 
armiQsarl.org.za. It may also be faxed to 011 717 6879. For Amateurs and 
SWLs who have no access to email or fax may call 088 100 3400 and give a 
verbal report. Listen to Amateur Radio Mirror at 10:00 CAT today for more 
details. 


All reports received at ARMI will go into the draw for an attractive calculator- 
world clock combination. The winner will be announced the Sunday after the 
eclipse. Please ensure you include a telephone contact number. 


If you live to close to Radio Today or can’t hear the signal, choose another 
station at the top of the medium wave band that you can hear at night and 
monitor it for a few days to get the feel of how it performs at your location. 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club will be running a report gathering station 
for the solar eclipse propagation experiment from 07:00 CAT to 09:00 on the 
morning of 4th December during the solar eclipse. ZS6WR will be on 7,080 and 
14,280 MHz and acting as a report collecting station. ZS6LF will also be on the 
air from the research site in the Limpopo province. 


SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS6SOL 


Umbraphiles will be able to view a total eclipse of the Sun from the Northern and 
North Eastern regions of the Limpopo Province on Wednesday 4th December. 
The eclipse commences at approximately 05:00 UTC and ends two and a half 
hours later depending on one’s location. 


A group of Amateur Radio Operators (Ray ZS6RD, Cliff ZS6BOX, Rod ZS5RK, 
Rose ZS5SRR, Don ZS5DR, Ron ZS5ABD and Willie ZS5WI) will operate a 
Special Event Station - ZS6SOL - to cover the occurrence. They will be on the 
air from 30th November through to 7th December whilst mobile and will give 
a commentary from the South bank of the Limpopo River, leading up to, and 
again, shortly after the eclipse itself. 


You are invited to share their experience with them on 40, 20 and 15 meters - 
probably around 7,075, 14,200 and 21,155 MHz depending on band conditions. 
Please QSL via the Bureau to Willie ZS5WI or direct to PO Box 1064, Eshowe, 
3815 enclosing a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your card. 


P5 - CLOSED FOR BUSINESS 


Ed, P5/4L4FN, the only radio amateur operating legally from North Korea, has 
been told to close down. According to the website of Bruce KK5DO, on the 
evening of the 22 November, Ed was called into a meeting with the North Korean 
Radio Regulation Board. Without any explanation he was politely asked to stop 
all transmissions and to pack up all his radio equipment. 


Ed spent the following day dissembling his antennas and packing boxes. That 
afternoon government officials sealed all the boxes and Ed has been told to 
take everything out of the country when he leaves North Korea for a two-week 
holiday on the 10th of December. 


2003 HUNTING LIONS ON THE AIR 


The 2003 Hunting Lions on the Air contest comes up during the second weekend 
of January 2003, that is 11 and 12 January 2003. The rules can be found 
on the SARL Website at www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/lionita.asp and after 
reading the rules please contact your local Lions Club and arrange the weekend’s 
activities. It is great fun and maybe you can get a few Lions interested in 
Amateur Radio!! 


CONTESTING IN DECEMBER 


Here is information about two contests you can participate in during December. 
Over the weekend of 7 and 8 December the ARRL 160-metre contest will be 
on the air. The following weekend, 14 and 15 December the ARRL 10-metre 
contest will hit the airwaves. More information can be found on the contest 
page of the ARRL website at www.arrLorg. 


ROAD SAFETY AND THE DECEMBER HOLIDAYS 


The highways and byways of our country will soon be busy with holiday traffic 
going down to the coast or to inland resorts. The Council of the SARL wishes 
everybody an enjoyable holiday but requests that you will adhere to the speed 
limit, obey the road traffic ordanance and drive safely. Please monitor the 
Hamnet frequencies and where it is possible please render assistance. 


NEW MEMBERS 


We would like to welcome the following new members to the SARL and we trust 
that you’ll have a long and fruitful association with the SARL. 


This brings us to the end of today’s news bulletin. 


This bulletin was compiled by Dennis ZS4BS and read by..........from .....as a 
service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 21560, 
9750, and 7082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban and 
145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area. A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays 
at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz. Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


Also join the SARL President’s net, which is on the air at noon on Sundays on 
7082 kHz. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. Also a big word 
of thanks to those persons supplying news for these bulletins and the amateurs 
who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


